
Menominee Nation News May 20, 1999

file:///H|/01%20-%20MNN%20Temp/MNN052099.htm (1 of 3)5/31/2005 3:20:18 AM

file:///P|/MenomineeNationNews/Papers/MNN990520.htm#Amendment


Menominee Nation News May 20, 1999

AMENDMENT: 

different method of having courts settle disputes.

Tribal officials have tried since last year to reach an agreement with Kenosha for opening a casino 
beside the Dairyland Parimutuel race track. A limited waiver of the tribe’s sovereign immunity 
rights was necessary for lenders to back a $200 million bond, said Menominee Nation Chairman 
Apesanahkwat. The tribal chairman plans to meet with Kenosha city and county officials within 
two weeks to get the stalled casino project back on track.

"Hopefully, the elected leadership in Kenosha will honor our agreement and we can move 
forward," he said. "We need to get this done."

Joseph Madrigrano Jr., lead Kenosha investor of NII-JII Entertainment, L.L.C, and one of the 
tribe’s attorneys for the Dairyland project, said the latest vote was another obstacle cleared. "The 
tribal leaders learned from their mistake the last time and left no stone unturned," Madrigrano 
said. "Voters were armed with all of the information they needed. Last time (January vote), there 
was a misconception that an immunity waiver applied to the reservation as well as the casino 
property in Kenosha. It was just a matter of getting the word out."

Tribal members were required to register to vote in the special secretarial election.

MTE: 

damage. "The MTE Board will not tolerate any intimidation of its employees or contractors," said 
Grignon. "We will maintain law and order in our forests, we will make sure our bidding is a clean 
process, and we will actively pursue legal action against those who violate the law - be they 
Indian or non-Indian." The MTE Board of Directors has declined to name those being investigated 
or state when the investigation is expected to be finished.

The investigation is timely because bidding is currently underway for the summer harvest, with 
the bid opening to be held at 9:00 a.m. May 21, 1999 at the Menominee Forestry Center.

"With all this activity going on," said MTE President Lawrence Waukau, "you can imagine there 
are many rumors circulating in the community. That is why it’s important for people to know that 
it was MTE which requested this investigation, and that the investigation centers on a few of our 
loggers. I want to reassure people that MTE is continuing to conduct its forestry operation under 
the very strictest of guidelines and overview of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Secretary of 
the Interior."
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The Menominee Trust and Management Agreement, and the Forest Management Plan, established 
cooperatively with the BIA, Department of Interior and the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources, sets the current legal basis for the sustained yield forest management practices in use 
on the Menominee Reservation.

The management goal of the Menominee Tribe is to maximize the quantity and quality of 
sawtimber grown under sustained-yield management principles, while maintaining the diversity of 
native species. This policy promotes a timber harvesting system which removes timber according 
to vitality and strength, rather than marketable size alone.

If the sustained yield management required by statute is not operated appropriately, the Secretary 
of the Interior can take action to ensure compliance. "Not only do we operate according to the 
Menominee Trust and Management Agreement and the Forest Management Plan," said Waukau, 
"our operation is also accountable to the MTE Board of Directors, who are elected by the 
Menominee people." An independent audit of the operation is also conducted on a yearly basis.

"The bottom line to all this," added Grignon, "is that MTE will continue to operate according to 
plan and it will not tolerate those who attempt to disrupt any portion of our operation."
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